HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN?
The lad who has the good fortune to be sent to such
public schools as Eton, Harrow or Winchester, to go on
later to Oxford or Cambridge to study at one of the
famous colleges there (intellectual effort which will not
prevent his spending the greater part of his time rowing
or working for proficiency in some other sport calculated
to gain him a reputation) has incomparably better
chances when he later enters the commercial or
industrial world than the lad whose parents cannot
afford to send him to a good school. Further, the man
who has his house or his flat in a fashionable part of
the town is more likely to have success in his social
life than one who has not. And whether a man wants
success in political or commercial life, in each case
social connections play the same decisive role. An
enormous amount of business is done on the golf-course
in Great Britain, and good jobs are often obtained
during a casual chat after a good dinner.
The result is that the families whose size is chiefly
diminishing are just those families from which the State
obtains its officers and officials, the Empire its governors
and administrators, and British commercial life its
leaders. Such a circumstance can easily become a
great political disadvantage for a nation which rules
an Empire covering one-quarter of the earth's surface
and inhabited by 420 million people of other races.
However, as we have pointed out, this political dis-
advantage will begin to make itself felt only when the
population starts to decline. So long as the nation is
merely becoming older on an average the reservoir
240